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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director, NPIC Q,Q M
FROM :

Chief, CIA/PID (NPIC)

SUBJECT . Evaluation of Color Photography (Shipping)

1. Comparison of the color and black and white photography of the S.S.

Partizan Bonivur, USSR by PID/PAG analysts is qualified by the following
remarks: :

A. The quality of the provided black and white prints is poorer
than the examples in color. This is probably due to the fact that the
black and white materials were reproduced from color originals.

B. Each of the color prints is of a somewhat larger scale than
its black and white mate, making a true evaluation for intelligence
content difficult.

2. Comparative analysis of the color/black and white photography taken

by CFAW-11 on 25 October 1963, and other similar black and white examples

of Cuban shipping, indicates that for other than its aesthetic value, there
is no decided advantage in the use of color photography of this type for
deck cargo identification. It is the consensus of opinion of the examining
analysts that the loss of resolution conceded in order to have color does
not justify its use as an aid in deck cargo identification where resolution
for accurate measurements is of paramount importance.

There was no shadow effect on any of the examples provided, thus
no comparison could be made from this aspect.
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